
Sewage spills at CSO11, Hooley Town: who does what
How national targets, the Environment Agency, Severn Trent and the planning system fit together

Darley Dale Town Council

RULES AND REGULATORS PLANNING AND NEW HOMES

Government (Defra)
National target: no more than 10
spills a year on average, by 2050

Ofwat
Approves funding from
water bills

Environment Agency
• Issues CSO11's permit
• Sets the spill levels that trigger an investigation (SOAF)
• Lists the works companies must do (WINEP)
• Scheme 08ST100729 for CSO11 agreed 01/07/24

Severn Trent Water
• Runs the sewer and CSO11
• Reports every spill to the EA each year
• Must complete scheme 08ST100729 by 31 March 2030

Darley Dale Town Council
• Comments on applications
• Gathers the evidence
• Questions the EA

Derbyshire Dales District Council
• Decides planning applications
• Writes the Local Plan and infrastructure plan

Developers
• Build homes once they have permission
• Have a legal right to connect to the sewer

New homes
About 300 planned or expected in Darley Dale, adding sewage and
rainwater to the sewer

Sewer overflow CSO11, Hooley Town

About 90 spills a year
2019 to 2025, against a target of 10
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Where the gaps are

1 Right to connect
New homes can connect to the sewer by law.
Lack of sewer capacity is not a reason to
refuse.

2 No limit on spills
CSO11's permit controls when it may spill, not
how often. The EA can add a limit after the
works.

3 Timing
The fix is due by March 2030. New homes are
connecting now.

4 Phasing
The District Council can delay occupation of
new homes until the works are done - but only
on new permissions.

Sources: EA permit EPR/KB3593RU; EA storm overflow annual returns 2020-2025; EA PR24 WINEP dataset (action 08ST100729); EA Storm Overflow Assessment Framework 2025; Water Industry Act 1991 s106; Planning Practice Guidance para 34-020. Prepared October 2026.


